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A penalty may be exacted for the nonpayment of license or registration fees and taxes on the owners of motor vehicles required 
by statute, although the penalty is not a substitute for the fee or tax itself, so that the proper authorities may have recourse to 


the usual civil remedies for the collection of a debt, notwithstanding the assessment of such a penalty. | License or registration 
fees and taxes in some jurisdictions may become a lien upon the vehicle from the date on which they become due, and may 


be collected by seizure and sale of the vehicle.” The validity of such statutes has been upheld as against various constitutional 
objections.” Under this type of statute, all taxes due on the vehicle must be paid before a repossession title may be obtained 


l l . 4 
in a secured creditor's foreclosure action. 


Practice Tip: 


When the legislature grants the motor vehicle licensing body the right to collect fees for certain out-of-state motor vehicles, it also 


implicitly grants the agency the power to audit the records of those within the scope of the statute.” 
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Where a statute provides that motor carrier tax liabilities abate where collection is barred by a statute of limitations, a tax warrant 


for delinquent motor carrier taxes becomes dormant and uncollectible after the proscribed time period has passed.° 
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